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CIA/ER G/3 59-31

T _UER NATIONALEN VOLKEARMEY BALLE
{Cartogrephic Service of the Esst German Army)

A, logstiou aul Description

The headquarters of ithe Cartograpbic Service of the East German
Army is loceted st Barberastresse 2, Helle/Sasle. A Baticnalen Volkssrsee
{BGA) Survey Unit located st Rottwerndorfersirasse, 10, Firve, performe
reisted duties snd i3 reporied to be s branch office of the Cartographic
Service. According to imformstion of 1957 the Fost Office Box number
for ithe neadquarters was Hslle 3910, Ko imformstion is svaiisble un
the telephone nusber.

The Cartogrephic Service i{s situaied in the northvestern pwrt of
the EOA bBarracks ares., The offices, two barrscks blocks and one old
iarage, sre fenced of 7 from the otber barragks iu the complex sxd can
be entered only from the Berbarsstrasss on the northernu zide of the
barrscka srem. A pev bullding of four or five stores is to be
constructed in 195%9.

Intormation describing the bulldings ssd their occupsats is vague
and scanty. It is reported thet one of the bulldings was extended on
the esst side during ibe pericd between the end of 1956 and September
1957. One of the buildings, vericusly reported a2 s one-or two-slory
puliding, contains the map printing shop. phetographic workroows, and
photo-copy secticne. Cartographic rocas, classified meterial rocums,
and suxiliary offices bave been reported as on the second floor. Ko

definite informetion is s siisble on the secoud bullding. The Qléd gerage
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16 reported 10 contsip office materisls in storsge.
B. History

The Vermessungsdienst Sschsen-Anhelt. which wves subordinate t¢ the
Miniattry of Interior ir Berlin. formerly occupied ibe bulldings at
Berbsrastirasse. In 195 the Vermessungedienst was veorganized snd those
saployees who were considered to be not .ery relisbie politically were
traaaferred o & nev office on Am Marki iu Halle. The buildings vere
taken over by & KVP Untt (Xaseroierte Volkepolisei - Gerrimoned Pecplea
Police). The best techniciens, especially csriographers, were recruited
from ihe former Vermessungsiienst snd the new office was called "XXI
KVF Dienstatelis’. The empiayees assigned to the KVP were civilians
et 8ll supervisory sud staff functions were perforead by KVP officers.
mmyyy of whom bhad performed similer fupctions under the Vermessungsilienst
Sachsen~Arnalt,

G July 1956 the XL XVF Dienststelle was transferred to the Nationalen
Volkxsarmee {(EGA) and wes given its present designetiom of Kartograpbischer
enst,
¢. ] natlion

The Cartographic Service ia an EGA service and s2 such 19 sudbordinsted
to the Chiel of Staff, WA, Perlin-Strausberg. A specisl depariment,
“Topography , is steffed by one colonel, one major, and one lst ilsutenant
who is authorised 1o give orders. Up to the end of 1958 Col. Nieder
was the officer in the Miuilsiry of Defense who was responsible for the
Cartogrsphic Service and he was well known for his pericdic visits Lo

the Cartogrephic Service.
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D. ZTable of Organiszation

The Cartogrephic Service has been reporied to employ 106 to 300
ceivilians of whom A0 per cent are women. Eight to 15 B personnel are
slsc members of the staff.

‘m rusber of subdivisions in the organisstion seems ¢ be uausually
large for sn ¢rganisation with the number of employees amd buildings
reported. Ap accurate picture of the sdministrstive structure is still
2ot possible since an snalysis of aveliable reportis provides only an
unorgeuised listing of miscellsnecus sections.

In the folloving tabulstion sn sttempt has boen made (o reduce the
subdivisions reporied ite s logical pettern of organisation:

Commanding Officer of ithe Cartograpbic Ssrvice is a Major
Walter BIEMANE, snd & Ceaptain Herbert KELLERMANN is his Deputy. The
Political Deputy is Major SCHOPPK.
i. AMAzinistration is headed by Ceptein BOEEMANE, who
bas 1 assiaztant.
8. Peyroll Section employs & persons. Chief of the
section is XVP Corporal or Sergesnt Berman Mertin.
b, S8D Gffice (Bisatsichwhelitedients) sssigoments
are frequently rotated but the office is constamtly ocoupied by i 35
man.
¢, Jora Office. Guenter Uauisch ias in charge,
d. Security Seeiion. Hans Weise was in charge of
& guards,
e. Plesning (Planung), which plans the querterly
wap production. employs 1 officer and 3 to 5 workers.
- 3 -
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f. Ressarch. The office has 1 officer and 2 or 3
workers.

§. Apprentice Shop is charged with the training of
from 20 to 25 eivilian spprentices. The chisf of the section has been
varisusly reporied ss Horst Conrad and Georg Haucke.

b. Fersonnel. ©/Lt. Schepach and Li. Wolfgang Schaefer
have bsen reported as in charge. Reportedly. 1 mar handles all questions.

1, Classified Documenis Bection (¥5~Steile) may be
the same as Gruded Documents Ssction or Classified Material Room. <Chief
of this section is an BOA M/3gt., thought to be Rudoif Zaenker, who hss
1 or 2 civilian workers. It is reported that Sovietl original meps.
cinsgified as comfidential muterial, ha'e been siored hers.

Jj. lebor Section has been in existence since
Janvary 1958. U(ne wan hendles questicns perialaing 1o working time,
wge iveresses, ste,

k. Bookkeeping Section has 2 mer end 3 women and
takes care of all fisancial sffairs of the Cartogrsphic Bervice.

1. Telephone Central L2 rus by 1 wosas who r-eeivés
phone calls from outside and provides cormections to the various
sections.

2. Cartogrephy. The depsrtment is reported to esploy
105 civilians.

a. Office of the Surveying Techasician employs one

sar vho is engsged in work dealing with all serts of calculatioms required

for seps. Chief of the section is {fnu) Geflelt.

- B -
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b. Cartogrephic 3ections. Three officers are
sssigned. U/Lt. Dieter Schubert is chief. Lt. Herbert welther and
Lt, Wolfgang Scheefer have been reported as assistant chiefs,

(1) COne cartogrephic section is cherged wita
the drawing of GDR mep#®, scale 1:125,000. as prepared by the correction
section. This cartogrsphic section employs b draftsmen.

(2) The second cartagraphic section aiso 1s charged
with the drawing of GUR meps. scale 1125 .0G0, as prepared by the correctics
section and, is sddition, frequently masistis the retouching seciion with
the retouching of dispositives of saps of Switzerlend end the UBBA.

The section employed about 25 draftamer and iithographers, vhen Herbert
Dentschie was ehief (1956).

{3) The Cartograghic Correction Section is
subordinate to the cartographic sectiom. It is cherged with the preliminsry
drsving of new GDR meps 1:125,005, end correction of proofs, i.e.,
recording pew instslliations, roads, changss in rosds or raliroeds,
changing of signs snd syabols. The section employed & cartogrephic
draftamen when Fritx Becheri was chief.

¢. Lettering Bection has 2 wen spd 5 women, who
tranalate Russian text of Soviel meps 1.0 Jermen snd process it for
maps that sre in production. Two draftzaen were chayged vwith the lettering
of GDR meps et 1:2%,000 vhen (fmu) Gral was supervisor (Pebruary 195%).
3. Balting Divieion, or Sclentific and Technicel Editors,
ie headed by 1 officer sud 21 workers. Maps are checked for completeness

and sccurscy of sall esiries.
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k. Technicel or Printing mvviaiam.
8. Reproduction Photogrsphy

(1) FPhotogrsphic Sectisn is charged with the
production of dispositives of itzs,w(} =aps that are being corrected.

It employs b (o 15 persons snd mey be the vame as ithe Copying Section,

(2) Copying (Xopie) employs 12 workers.

(3) Betouching Seciion is charged with the
retouching of dlspositives and employed § to 25 workers, mostly
iithogrepbers; under i officer vben Alberi Schoenekase and Lothar Bertam
vere Taported to be in charge.

b. Primnting. The depariment is regoried to esploy
approxisately 75 persons.

{1) Type-Setting Shops. Tnere are 2 type-seiiing
shops; 1 is used for jobs being done by the “Typendruck” (iyps printing)
sethod apd is not constently occupied. The second shop 1s used for
jobs dome by the "Photodruck’ (photo prirting) metbod ard empioys 2 1o
7 workers ssd 1 officer. HRicherd senzle: wes reported ss chief in 1956,

{2) Paper Storegs Room. Dreming and printing
peper is stored in this room, The chief of the sectioz (fmu) Henneberg,
is the ouly employee and he is alsc charged vith making analyses of peper
(quality cemtroi).

(3) Print Sbop is cherged with the printing of
sil GOR weps, procfs and Tisal prints. thst sare drawn or corrected in
the Cartographic Service. %The priniing section reportedly works sbout
1 week out of each month, and mairtains 2 shifts from 0600 to 1400 hours
spd From 1hCO to 2200 bours, including Sunday. The section ewploys

- -
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en estimated total of 4% 10 50 wen and wamer and is sdmipistered by 1
ofticer, Ofit. Budolf Beir.
| (b) Bindery. (Buchbiodersl) ~ Employs } vorkers.
(3) Cutting
(6) stomx
(7} Pecking or Shipping. The section 15 charged
withk the packing of all meps thet are beirg sent (o Berlin., It employs
10 workers, Chief of the Seetion is Li. Rudolf Zsenker,
5. There are ssversl sections vhich may comceivably be
subordisate (0o One of m sbove. Thay sre a3 foliows: -

.. mré Section is chmrged with the hardiing end
forvarding of orders from Beriiu. It is also responsible for the sesiing
of mops apd proofs to the Minlstry of Intericy. Chied of the seciion
is Capiain Rerdert.

b, Dispaten or Shipping may be the sewe aa the Order
or Pasking Section. Completed maps ars sorted and pecked. Meps not
pecked are stored for later shipsent, The offics eaploy: 13 civilians,

e, File Section (Planksmmer) or Archives {(Arcbi-).
In this section all work ooples, proofs, mﬁgin of final prints snd the
cliches of waps are stored., All basie printing seterisl remsins in the
archives. The section employs ¥ or 3 perscus upder (famu) Friiz, who
is chief,

4. V.3. Stelle may be the sems as Grsded Documexnts
Section or clsssified meterial roocm. There are £ workers here.

¢. Greded Documenis

- T =
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f. Technicel Control may be the seme es Coordinstion
Bection. It employs 4 workers.
& Coordination.

an » Bes Attachmant 1

The Cartogrsphic Service bas published topographic meps st 1:5,000;

1310,00¢; 1:129,000; 1150,000; 131100,000; 1:1800,000; 11500.000, eed Xi11,000,000.

Up to March 1957 the office bandled only maps st 1:125.000, after that
date the work imeluded waps st other scales. Maps of Wesi Cermeny at
311100,000 spd 131,000,000 were produced. One reporti states thai the
orgasization produced Gersax-lsaguage topogrephic meps of Poland, Csecho-
siovakis, and France., A report from snother scurce states thet dispositives
of meps of Switserlsnd at 1:500,000 were retouched snd dispesitives of
maps of the USSR st scales of 1:100.000, 1:1200,000 snd 11500,000 were
"worked om”.

The scope of the Certographic Service sctivities cau be summed up
as follows:

8. Produetion snd distribution of ¢the new 1:125,000 series

on Essi Germeny.

It is evident that the Cartographiec Service assisted the
eivilien topographic sspping services in their conversion of the old
1:25,000 sheets to Boviet specifications. They redrafted and pristed
editions of seversl thousand copies. In sddition they may have hsd
the edditional task of filling in the restricted smiliisry areas left

blank on the 132%,000 maps produced by tbe civillian mepping egencles.

-3-
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The revision of the cld cartogrsphic dete has been completed mod thue
1125,6000 series distributed., Betwesn Jamusry snd Juns 1958 the sgency
vas mainly concermed with the preparation of maps corering the Usecho-
siovakis~Soviet Zowe of Jermany's border srea. Csschoslovakien sapa
printed in 1955 ed been furvished for that purpose. No informstion
is svailable on the current program of the Cartographic Serviuie in the
reduction of the 1:10,000 into the new series of 1:25,000.

b. Production of 1125,000 amps of West Jersany.

Y¥ork on the 1:25,000 maps of Yeel Germeny is reported
#tili in progress. Aress slong the border of GDE vere programmed to
be done first snd plans are to progress westward,

¢. Froduciion and distribution of the 1:100,000 wep.

For the militery use of the NVA, including the border
troops, an old Deutsches Reich mep at 1:200,000 was enlarged sl distributed
irn & Provisional Fdition . Ko additicnsl information is availatle.

d. Production of 1:1200,000 apd 1:300,000 meps.

A 13800,000 and 1:500.000 series {8 reported in preduction.
The 11500.000 shoeis are to be used as sircraft reportiing charis.
Wy, s cospletely new edition of s 1:500.000 generel sep 1s
plapned.

. Geographic meps st 111,000,000 and 112,500,000, Prepsratory
work For ihe¢se pev ediilons is reported to nsve been started. A military
stles (Soviet style) is plamned.

f. Productiop of operationsl mops and tactical-position mmps.

for individusl sreas and reservaiions used by the militery,
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the Cartogrepbic Service cerriee out special ceriographic work. Great
empbasis is placed on BOA treining areas all over the DOR. For ibose
training areas under Soviet Army control, map dats ie furnished to
the chief of Staff/NVA by officers of the Soviet Army. Survey work
ie conducted by survey plavoons of the NHVA, apd the Survey Unit at
Pirne has surveyed numercus sreas. The survey fleld recvords are sent
to Hslle and the Cartogrepbic dervice drews and prinits the mepes.

G. Printing

Printing equipment st ihe Cartographic Service consisis of 2
offact preases for 2-color prinitisg, esch vith e capseiiy of 4,000 to
9,000 sheetis per hour, and 3 offset presses of like capscity for single-
color primting.

Bormsily, topographic meps et 1125,000 ave printed at the Cartogrsphic
Bervice, although the Jurvey Unit, Piroa, has sssisted in the production
of this series. In 1950 it wes reported that the Certographic Service
subconiracted a primting project to the VEB German Bond Frinting works ,
Leipaig.

RBeports vary on the mumber of coples prisied. The number ranges
fiow 4,00 to 20,000, A rum of k,000 to 6,000 copies of esch sheet
would ssem more logiceml.

Thers is no map werehouse iu Ealle/Sesle and epparently the Cartographic
garvice has no map depot. As soon pe sp edition hes Deen printed, the
maps are packed snd sealed. Finished meps sre shipped o the Ministry
of Defense, Berlin-Strausberg, by motor tranaport. Teere the Chief of
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Staff/EVA distributes the maps toc the troops or sends them to the NVA

mp depot et Strsusberg. Unly & Dew sheets, which sre used as meintensnce
and library copies and sre controlled by 8 strict classificstion systen,
resmin in ihe Cartographic dervice.

. Supely

Mep printing paper 1s belle:ed 1o be ebiained from a fsctory in
Bitierfeld. It comes Lo the 3ervice via the ?EB Nitieldeutche Druckerel
in Ealie. Exalon sheet, s substituie for astraion {a plastic paterial
used for the drafting of the final mep sheet) is produced by & VEB
plant in Wolfen.

I. Security

Very little ipformsiion is savaileble on the ssintenance of security
at the Cartogrephic 3ervice. The availsble informstion dates back to
June 1955 and may nol be valid el this time.

The security group consisis of © to & cicilian employees vbo are
wniformed in grey and srmed with submschine guns. ALl first fioer
windows are protected by iroo bars. The enirance o the building ias
guarded 4sy spd pight by 2 guards. Escn empioyes has @ speciel pass
with his photogrsph and the aigneture of the commending officer. The
posses must be validated e.ery  sonths. They must be shown when eatering
and lesving the bullding. Yisiwors must ring sn electric bell at ihe
entratce 400or and walt for a guard to sppear ond conduci them (o the
HURTd roum.

Materisl for drafting weps is stored overnight in the cisesified

meterial room on the second floor, The &our v this room 18 secured

- 11 -
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with an iren grill. During the day a noncommissionsd officer of the
KYP s on duty in this room. whem leaving et night, he Aouble locks
and seals ihe 4007 with & wire and s plastic seal 204 turns in the
seniing instrument 10 the agcurlty guards near the emtrasce of the
builéing. mmj.mt is similar te the wetel stemp Lype;
1t {8 rowd, m 1 inch in dlemeter sl hes the letters "KVP" and

the seal pumber os it. The offices of the commnding officer, sssistant
ohlef political officer, and the sorm officer, end the photc workshop
sre locked in idsntical wemner. immuthorised persornel are prodibited
from eniaring the photocopy snd mep pricting section,

All empioyess have deen required to sulmit statements, pledging
ot o divulge any faforsetion o outsiders, includimg their families.
Eaplayees are also required to submit perscossl history stetesents,
including the usmes and sddrusees of all relstives and ihe nemes of
three charscier vitassses., Furthermore, the certographers sre instrucisd
1o slate their occupetion es "techuical employses’ , anid to give evesive
susvers comcerning ihe pature of their work to minimize inguisitive
questions. The political officer [requently summons the employees to
bis office for er interview concerning thelir perscnal background snd
politianl attitude. All cabissts, safes snd doors are locked uwp end
sealed by the Drigadiers and/or section chiefs st 1600 hours, i.s. efter
duty hours. Keys sre tarned ic et the guard rocs. Ip the worning
keys ares piched up by she same persounel and &ll ssals ere romo-ed,
Puring von~office houys 1 guard patrsis the hellveys once e:ery bour.
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